
  [image: ]


  [image: ]


  [image: ]


  This is Mr Handthumb.


  Mr Handthumb thinks he is very handsome indeed.


  Every day, when he wakes up, the first thing he does is look in the mirror.


  "Hello, you handsome devil!" he says to himself.


  And then he grins, to make sure his teeth are all still shining.
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  After he gets up, Mr Handthumb combs his hair.


  He combs it and combs it, until every single hair is where he wants it to be.


  Then he gets dressed.
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  It takes Mr Handthumb a very long time to get dressed. He has to decide which things will look best together.


  Sometimes he tries on four or five different sets of clothes, and he talks to himself in the mirror.


  "Well, Handthumb," he'll say.


  "You don't look your best in that coat. Better try another one."
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  Every day, Mr Handthumb likes to polish his teeth.


  He polishes and polishes them until they glint in the sun, and sometimes he smiles just so people can see how polished his teeth are.
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  Once Mr Handthumb is ready for the day, he likes to go for a walk. He looks out of the window.


  "Oh, dear," he says to himself. "It's raining!" It was, but only a very little bit.


  "I can't possibly go out in the rain," he thinks, worried he may not look so handsome in his raincoat.
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  But Mr Handthumb is a friendly Thumbody, and he wants to go for his walk and say hello to the other Thumbodies along the way.


  He knows the other Thumbodies will admire how handsome he is.


  His blue coat and white trousers and his shiny white top hat all look very fetching, if he does say so himself.

  [image: ]


  "I know," says Mr Handthumb, flashing a toothy smile to himself in the mirror.


  "I'll go out without my raincoat and hope that it doesn't rain. After all, I'll look far more handsome like that."


  And he picks up his shiny white top hat and his silver tipped cane, and steps outside.
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  Mr Handthumb has only been walking for a few minutes when he feels a raindrop land right on the end of his nose.


  "It's only one raindrop," he thinks. "It won’t be much."


  But then there's another, and another, and soon they're landing all over Mr Handthumb and he's very wet indeed.
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  He starts walking back to his house.


  Not too quickly, though, in case another Thumbody sees him - he thinks he doesn’t look quite so handsome when he rushes.
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  By the time he gets back to his house, Mr Handthumb is very wet. Very, very wet.


  He decides to have a nice, hot bath, with lots of bubbles in it. But while he's in the bath he starts to sneeze. Great big sneezes.


  "Oh no!" thinks Mr Handthumb. "I'm getting a cold!"
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  The thought of having a cold makes Mr Handthumb upset. Very, very upset.


  "My eyes will go red and watery!" he says to himself. "My nose will swell up and the end will be bright red!"


  He is very worried that he won't look handsome at all if he has a cold. He puts himself to bed right away, with a cup of hot milk and a hot water bottle.
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  And guess what?


  The very next morning, when Mr Handthumb wakes up, he knows without looking in the mirror that his eyes are red and watery.


  And he can see that his nose is bright red.


  He has a cold.
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  This is a big problem for Mr Handthumb. He always tries to look handsome, and he is very unhappy about seeing other Thumbodies if he doesn't look his best.


  "What will I do?" he thinks. "Thumbshine is coming for morning tea. I can't see her if I don't look handsome!"


  He looks at himself in the mirror. Even his teeth are dull.
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  Just then, Mr Handthumb hears a knock at the door. "Hello!" calls a voice. "It's me, Thumbshine!"


  "Oh no!" says Mr Handthumb. "You can't come in! I don’t look handsome at all!"


  "Don't be silly," says Thumbshine. "I don't care if you don't look handsome. I've come to have morning tea!"
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  Mr Handthumb can't very well leave her outside, so he opens the door a tiny bit.


  Thumbshine can only see his bright red nose."Oh dear!" she says. "Are you all right?"


  Mr Handthumb opens the door and lets her in.


  "No," he says. "I've got a cold and I don't look in the least handsome."
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  Thumbshine giggles. "It doesn't matter what you look like!" she says. "We're friends who are having morning tea!"


  Mr Handthumb feels very pleased. His friend, Thumbshine, doesn't care if his eyes are red and watery and his nose is bright red - and it certainly is a very bright red - because she's there to see him!


  It doesn't matter if he isn't handsome today!
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  Thumbshine and Mr Handthumb enjoy a very nice cup of tea.


  They have a big long chat about lots of things, and Mr Handthumb forgets all about whether he looks handsome or not.
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  That night, Mr Handthumb is looking in the mirror and polishing his teeth, over and over, like he does every night before he goes to bed.


  "If I polish them enough, they'll shine in the dark! Think how handsome I'll be then!" he says to himself.
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  And then he remembers what Thumbshine said. It didn't matter if he looked handsome! His friends would still like him anyway!


  And he put away his tooth polishing kit and went to bed.


  With a huge smile on his face. And his teeth glowed in the dark.
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